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Russia in war with Austria and Germany. One of the first
sigfts and causes of this change is to be found in connection
with the intrigues against M. Georges Louis.215
M. Georges Louis, a trained diplomat, served as Political
Director in the French Foreign Office from 1904 to 1909,
and then as Ambassador to Russia until his recall in Feb-
ruary, 1913. He had used his influence to restrict the appli-
cation of the Franco-Russian Alliance to its originally de-
fensive character. He favored the Anglo-French policy of
maintaining the integrity of the Ottoman Empire in con-
trast to Russia's designs upon it. He feared Russia's Balkan
ambitions might involve France in war, and he was sus-
picious of the aims and intrigues of Izvolski. In the fall of
1911, when temporarily filling again the vacant office of
Political Director at Paris, he had thwarted Izvolski's efforts
to "nail France down" to a written agreement to support a
plan for opening the Straits to Russian warships.216 He
had thereby incurred the displeasure of Izvolski and Sazo-
nov. They also complained that as Ambassador he did not
transmit accurately to Paris the views of the Russian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs. If this was true, it was certainly
not wholly the Ambassador's fault, but was in part owing
to M. Sazonov's lack of frankness in stating his views, and
also to the fact that he often shifted them suddenly. He
had, for instance, drawn up-and shown to Georges Louis a
questionnaire on February 14, 1912. This raised a whole
215 This unsavory affair has been dealt with at great length by M.
Ernest Judet, Georges Louis (Paris, 1925) and by M. Poincare, I, 294 ff.,
333ff.; II, 32ff.; Judet, championing the cause and memory of his friend,
bases his account in considerable part on official despatches contained
among Georges Louis's papers and on his Garnets (2 vols., Paris, 1926),
which is made up of Georges Louis's notes of conversations with promi-
nent persons. M. Poincare's reply to Judet's stinging attack is largely
based on official despatches which he has been able to select from his
own papers or from the French archives. In the following paragraphs only
a bare summary of the facts can be given.
2 itf See below, for the details, ch. v. at notes 114-126; also Judet, pp.
131-167; Poincare, L 333-347.